4          THE REPUBLICAN TRADITION

tradition which coloured the whole political thinking
of Europe until the Reformation. The fact that
the Founder of Christianity was born in the reign
of Augustus was assumed to be an indication that
the Roman Empire was the political receptacle
preordained by God for the manifestation and the
workings of the true religion; and when Christianity
was adopted as the Court religion under Constantine,
it became a dominant purpose of Christian policy
to support and to control the secular authority.
The old republican traditions of the world, whether
presented in the romantic rhetoric of Livy, or 'the
mild and humane beauty of the parallel lives of
Plutarch, or in the abounding eloquence of Cicero,
or in Lucan's passionate verse, or in the bitter
aristocratic irony of Tacitus, became obscured, as
years went on, by the increasing interest attaching
to religious controversy and by the diminishing
interest attaching to the criticism of an institution
which seemed to be as firmly rooted in the nature of
things as the stars of heaven or the sins of men.
" Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's "
said the Church. " Quod Principi placuit legis
habet vigorem " said the State. Against such potent
maxims of absolutism the memories and aspirations
connected with the Republic were academic and
shadowy. Human history was conceived in a retro-
spect as a succession of great empires, and the
wonderful story of Hellenic liberty was contracted
to an insignificant point in the development of man.
Indeed, but for the fact that the Hellenic world formed
part of the Empire of Alexander, it would hardly
have left a mark upon medieval chronicles. Through
the most troubled centuries of human history, when